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8. LIST OF PREPARERS 

 
8.1 URS Corporation 
 
Ricardo N. Calvo, Ph.D., Project Manager.  Dr. Calvo has more than 12 years of 
experience in ecological research and environmental consulting in the U.S. and abroad. 
His project experience includes environmental impact assessments for diverse 
infrastructure projects, threatened and endangered species, preserve design and 
management, wildlife surveys, mitigation design and environmental planning. He was the 
Project Director for the PD&E for wildlife underpasses to address Key deer/US-1 
motorist conflicts in Big Pine Key. Dr. Calvo also served as the Project Manager for a 
study to develop feasible alternatives to reduce Key deer mortality along US-1 in Big 
Pine Key. He received in Ph.D. in Biology in 1990. Dr. Calvo served as project manager 
and document author for this Habitat Conservation Plan. 
 
Roel Lopez, Ph.D., Key Deer Expert.  Dr. Lopez is a wildlife biologist, published 
scientific author, and a Key deer expert. He received his Ph.D. in Wildlife and Fisheries 
Sciences in 2001. Dr. Lopez’s specific research interests include Key deer ecology, 
wildlife population dynamics, habitat management, computer simulation and modeling, 
use of GIS and databases in resource management. He provided biological expertise on 
the Florida Key deer including estimating population parameters for the PVA, statistical 
analysis, and database management. 
 
Barry Lenz, Senior Ecologist.  Mr. Lenz is an ecologist with more than 21 years of 
experience, including 16 years with URS, with a specialization in ecology and threatened 
and endangered species. He has extensive background in environmental and ecological 
assessment, environmental permitting, and vegetation community mapping. Mr. Lenz 
served as a technical researcher and document reviewer. 
 
Amy Lecours, M.S., Environmental Scientist.  Ms. Lecours has more than eight years 
of experience and holds a Master’s Degree in Coastal Zone Management and Marine 
Biology. She has experience in coastal and marine biological investigations for NEPA 
documents and environmental assessments. Ms. Lecours served as a technical researcher 
and document author. 
 
Laura Cherney, Environmental Scientist. Ms. Cherney has more than three years of 
experience in threatened and endangered species surveys, NEPA documentation and 
wetland delineations. She holds a Bachelor’s in Environmental Engineering Sciences. 
Ms. Cherney served as project coordinator, technical researcher and document author. 
 
8.2 Sub-Consultants 
 
Patricia L. McNeese, M.S., Environmental consultant. Ms. McNeese has 18 years of 
experience including 14 years working in the Florida Keys environment.  She holds 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in marine biology.  Her Florida Keys experience 
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includes work on such projects as the Monroe County 2010 Comprehensive Plan, the 
Florida Keys Advance Identification of Wetlands, the Habitat Evaluation Index and the 
Livable CommuniKeys Program for Big Pine Key and No Name Key.  Her latest 
activities in the Keys have focused on restoration and management of natural habitats.  
Mrs. McNeese has been accepted as an expert witness in environmental planning and 
Florida Keys biology and ecology. She served as a technical researcher and document 
author. 


